g. UTOPIAN ASSIGNMENTS

THE U.S.S.R. has reason to be proud of the success of
its Second Five-Year-Plan, but its leaders are wise to utter
a caution against premature enthusiasm. Not yet is the
standard of living in the Soviet Union equal to the standard
of England or the U S.A. They know it and say it, and
permit others to say it. Honest in criticism of themselves,
they honestly permit criticism from others. Such at least
was my own experience.

Three times whilst in Russia t was asked for a frank
opinion as to what I had seen and learned: once at Moscow,
once at Rostov, and once at Odessa. Scrupulous care was
exercised to report me exactly, and proof-sheets of the
interview were submitted. " Did I desire ", they asked,
" upon reflection to make any alterations? " Then, and
then only, did they publish the result of the interview in full :
not omitting the criticisms.

One criticism, or rather it was a warning, was directed
against over-statement as to the nature of their present
achievement in comparison with other lands. In the rate
of production, both of capital and consumable goods, they
have indeed surpassed all capitalist countries. In total
bulk of goods produced they have surpassed all but the
U.S.A. But in the production both of capital and con-
sumable goods per capita they were not yet abreast of leading
capitalist countries.

It was not easy to make some of the younger Soviet
people understand this. They had never travelled. They
could not compare their standard with that of England,
Germany, or the U.S.A., which they had never seen.
They knew by daily experience how rapid is the increase in
Soviet capital and consumable goods, and they knew by
statistics how total production in their own land compared
with that of others. They did not know, or did not grasp,
the relative production per person of the population, and
it is in that respect that they have not yet caught up with
the technically advanced lands of the capitalist world.